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ON  ELECTION  AND  REPROBATION. 

Dear  Sir — Of  all  the  doctrines  and  dog¬ 
mas  in  the  creed  of  John  Calvin,  there  is 
probably  none  of  which  you  and  ether  ad¬ 
vocates  of  that  system  are  more  ashamed, 
than  that  now  to  be  examined — none  which 
you  more  studiously  strive  to  conceal,  or 
dress  in  a  fictitious  garb,  or  whose  defor¬ 
mities  more  efibrt  is  made  to  keep  from 
public  view,  than  the  doctrine  of  particu¬ 
lar  Election  and  Reprobation.  And  I  do 
not  wonder  that  it  is  so.  I  rather  wonder 
that  the  doctriue  could  ever  have  been  in-j 
vented  by  any  man  that  had  ever  seen  a 
Bible,  or  made  a  profession  of  the  Chris¬ 
tian  religion — that  it  has  been  so  long 
maintained  in  a  church  called  Christian — 
or  that  any  one  can  be  found  at  the  pres¬ 
ent  day,  who  will  maintain,  either  from 
sinister  or  conscientious  motives,  a  doctrine 
so  barbarous  as  this.  And  I  could  not 
have  believed  but  what  this  relic  of  dark¬ 
ness  and  cruelty  had  long  since  sunk  into 
merited  oblivion,  had  1  not  occasionally 
Jieard  it  indirectly  drop  from  the  lips  of 
yourself  and  others  of  your  order,  and  on 
opening  your  confession  of  faith,  (which, 
by  the  bye,  is  not  designed  for  vulgar  eyes 
to  see,)  found  the  doctrine  there  set  forth 
in  bold  relief  as  the  sumum  bonum  of  your 
creed,  and  authorised  as  the  standard  doc¬ 
trine  of  your  church,  even  at  this  day,  by 
your  General  Assembly. 

Read  the  following,  sir,  from  your  own 
precious  “  Confession,^^  and  tremble,  lest 
you  be  one  of  the  non-elect : — 

“By  the  decree  of  God,  for  the  manifes¬ 
tation  of  his  glory,  some  men  and  angels 
are  predestinated  unto  everlasting  life,  and 
others  fore-ordained  to  everlasting  death. 

“These  angels  and  men,  thus  predesti¬ 
nated  and  fore-ordained,  are  particularly 
aud  unchangeably  designed  ;  and  their 
number  is  so  certain  and  definite  that  it  can¬ 
not  be  either  increased  or  diminished. 

“Those  of  mankind  that  are  predestina¬ 
ted  unto  life,  God,  before  the  foundation 
of  the  world  was  laid,  according  to  his  eter¬ 
nal  and  immutable  purpose,  and  the  secret 
counsel  and  good  pleasure  of  his  will,  hath 
chosen  in  Christ  unto  everlasting  glory,  out 
of  his  mere  free  grace  and  love,  mthoi  t 
any  foresight  of  faith  or  good  works,  or  per- 


I  severance  in  either  of  them,  or  any  other 
thing  in  the  creature,  as  conditions,  or 
causes  moving  him  thereunto; and  all  to 
the  praise  of  his  glorious  grace. 

^‘As  God  hath  appointed  the  elect  unto 
glory,  so  hath  he,  by  the  eternal  and  most 
free  purpose  of  his  will,  fore-urdained  all 
the  means  thereunto.  VV'herefore  they 
who  are  elected,  being  fallen  in  Adam, 
are  redeemed  by  Christ,  are  effectually 
called,  ^c.  Neither  are  any  other  redeemed 
by  Christ,  effectually  called,  justified, 
adopted,  sanctified,  and  saved,  but  the 
Elect  only. 

•‘The  rest  of  mankind,  Gml  was  pleas¬ 
ed,  according  to  the  unsearchable  counsel 
of  his  own  will — to  pass  by,  and  to  ordain 
them  to  dishonour  and  wrath  for  their  sins, 
to  the  praise  of  his  glorious  justice.” — 
Confession  of  Faith,  Chapter  3d,  Sections 
3d  4/A,  6/A.  6/A.  7/A. 

Elect  infants,  dying  in  infancy,  are 
regener.Tted,  and  saved  by  Christ,  thro’ 
the  Spirit,  whoworketh  when,  and  where, 
and  how  he  pleaseth.  So  also  are  all  oth¬ 
er  elect  persons  who  are  incapable  of  be¬ 
ing  outwardly  called  by  the  ministry  of 
the  word. 

Others  not  JF/cc/ed,  although  they  may 
be  called  by  the  ministry  of  the  word,and 
may  have  some  common  operations  of  the 
Spirit,  yet  they  never  truly  come  to 
Christ,  and  therefore  cannot  be  saved : 
much  less  can  men  not  professing  the 
Christian  religion,  be  saved  in  any  other 
way  whatsoever,  be  they  never  so  diligent 
to  frame  their  lives  according  to  the  light 
of  nature,  and  the  law  of  that  religion 
they  do  profess;  amt  to  assert  and  main¬ 
tain  that  they  may,  is  very  pernicious  and 
to  be  detested.”  Confession,  Chap.  8/A. 
Sec.  3d  and  4th. 

This,  Sir,  is  your  doctrine,  unvarnish¬ 
ed,  undisguised,  as  set  forth  in  your  Con 
fession  of  FaVh.  And  now  I  ask  you,  if 
you  honestly  and  sincerely  believe  in  it, 
whether  you  do  or  can  consider  yourself 
perfectly  secure  and  safe— -whether  you 
are,  or  can  be  certain  of  your  own  elec¬ 
tion — whether  you  are  sure  that  you  were 
not  reprobated  from  all  eternity,  as  a  ves¬ 
sel  of  wrath  fitted  to  destruction  ?  Are 
you  not  deceived  ?  True,  you  may  have 
had  “some  common  operations  of  the  Spi¬ 
rit;”  yet  you  may  have  “never  truly  come 
to  Christ,”  and  therefore,  it  is  possible 
you  * 'cannot  be  saved.^*  You  and  Mr. 
Lansing,  I  understand,  have  once  ac¬ 
knowledged  that  you  were  deceived  in  re¬ 


lation  to  your  conversion,  and  were  never 
undeceived  till  after  Mr.  Finney’s  visit 
to  this  place,  when  you  think  you  were 
truly  converted.  Now  i  beseech  you  to 
pause  and  reflect,  and  inquire,  whether  it 
is  not  possible  that  you  were  mistaken 
this  last  time  as  well  as  the  first.  Ap¬ 
pearances  may  have  deceived  you.  You 
might,  from  your  habits  of  intimacy  with 
the  elect,  and  from  the  subject  of  religion 
being  so  much  agitated  at  that  time,  have 
had  some  common  operations  of  the  spirit, 
and  so  received  a  false  impression  rela¬ 
tive  to  your  calling  and  election,  and  af¬ 
ter  all,  be  found  on  the  left  hand,  exclu¬ 
ded  from  the  society  of  the  Elect,  and 
have  to  take  upjour  abode  with  reprobates 
and  devils  to  all  eternity.  I  forget  how¬ 
ever,  while  I  am  expostulating  with  you, 
and  endeavoring  to  dissuade  you  from 
your  strong  confidence  in  your  own  elec¬ 
tion  and  salvation,  and  to  incite  you  to  a 
more  cafeful  examination  of  your  condi¬ 
tion,  that  after  all,  if  the  doctrine  be  true, 
it  is  of  no  use;  fur  all  your  prayers  and 
confessions,and  penitence  and  endeavors, 
be  they  never  so  diligent,  to  frame  year 
life  according  to  the  best  light  you  have, 
are  perfectly  unavailing,  and  can  do  no 
good.  If  you  area  reprobate,  you  never 
can  be  effectually  called  nor  saved.  Your 
doom  is  fixed — your  fate  is  sealed,  and 
eternity  can  never  see  an  end  of  your  tor¬ 
ments,  or  hear  the  termination  of  your 
groans  ! 

But  I  do  wrong, perhaps,  to  reason  with 
you  on  the  supposition  of  the  doctrine 
being  true;  fur  1  do  not  admit  that  it  can, 
— not  even  that  there  is  the  remotest  pos¬ 
sibility  of  its  being  true.  For  it  is  not  unl^ 
unsaiictioned  by  the  word  of  God,  but  di¬ 
rectly  opposed  to  its  plainest  testimonies. 
True,  you  quote  many  texts  of  scripture 
with  the  design  to  give  countenance  to  it; 
but  thev  are  all  either  insulated  text8,dis- 
jointed  and  entirely  seperated  from  their 
connexion,  totally  perverted  from  their 
original  design,  and  grossly  misapplied  ; 
or  most  barbarously  garbled,  and  preven¬ 
ted  from  speaking  their  whole  and  entire 
meaning  with  their  contexts.  Rom.  ix. 
11,  13,  16,  18,  22,  and  23,  which  your 
confession  quotes  in  support  of  your  the¬ 
ory, say  nothing  about  “some  men  and  an¬ 
gels  being  pretlestinated  to  everlasting 
life,  and  others  fore-ordained  to  everlast¬ 
ing  death.”  There  is  not  a  single  word 
said  in  these  passages, either  about  “ever¬ 
lasting  life, or  everlastmg  death,  ^‘and  evi- 
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<lcntly  no  application  of  them  to  such  a  with  the  fulness  of  the  Gentiles,  and  use  for;  much  less  did  you  ever  know  a 
subject  was  intended.  They  evidently  w'ould  have  quoted  from  the  apostle  the  potter  to  make  a  vessel  on  purpose  to  Le 
I  elate  to  the  wisdom  and  sovreignity  of  God,  verse  preceding  it,  on  which  the  joyful  angry  at  it  as  long  as  he  lived!  “The 
in  his  making  choice  of  Jacob  instead  of  and  exulting  strain  of  St.  Paul  'was  vessel  that  the  potter  made  of  clay  was 
Esau,  as  the  seed  of  promise,  through  founded,  viz  :  “  For  God  hath  conclu-  marred  in  the  hand  of  the  potter;  so  he 
whose  lineage  the  Messiah  was  to  come  ;  ded  them  all  in  unbelief,  that  he  might  made  it  again,  another  vessel,  as  srkmkd 
and  to  theestublishment  of  a  Church  of  HAVE  MERCY  UPON  ALL.  O,  the  GOOU,(notasitReemedcn7)tothepoticr 
elect  or  chosen  believers,  zealous  of  good  depth  of  the  riches,’’ &c.  to  make  it.’*  You  also  seem  to  forget 

works;  not  however  to  the  eternal  exclu-  Again,  had  not  the  framers  of  your  Con-  that  it  is  said,  respecting  some  who  were 
siun  of  the  nonelect,  or  then  unbelievers,  fession  been  straightened  even  for  appar-  for  a  season  considered  vessels  of  wrath, 
but  for  the  purpose  of  manifesting  to  the  ent  proof  of  election  and  reprobation, or  had  '‘I  will  call  them  my  people  which  were 
world,  through  the  medium  of  the  elect  they  been  willing  the  scriptures  should  go  not  my  people,  and  her  beloved  which 
church,  (who  were  tlie  chosen  vessels  of  ungarbled,  and  speak  for  themselves,  they  was  not  beloved.  And  it  shall  come  to 
mercy.,)  the  glory  and  excellency  of  that  never  would  have  given  so  partial  anexhi-  pass,  in  the  place  where  it  was  said.  Ye 
kingdom  tvhich  was  then  set  up  iii  the  bition  of  the  doctrine  contained  in  the  first  are  not  my  people,  there  shall  they  be 
earth,  and  into  which  “all  Israel,  with  Chapter  of  Ephesians,  quoting  the  9th  and  called  the  children  of  the  living  God.” 
the  fulness  ot  the  Gentile”  world,  were  1 1th  verses,  and  designedly  leaving  out  In  short,  sir,  all  the  passages  t  ommon- 
ultimately  to  be  gathered.  Although  for  the  10th,  which  is  so  essential  to  the  true  ly  adduced  in  support  of  the  gloomy  doc- 
the  time  being  they  were  many  ot  them,  understanding  of  the  other.  I  will  here  trine  under  examination,  are  either  mis- 
and  particularly  the  Jews,  vessels  of  quote  the  9th,  10th,  and  11th  verses, put-  applied,  or  perverted  from  their  natural 
wrath,  fitted  to  tiistruction,  and  did  after*  ting  the  middle  verse,  which  your  Con-  import,  and  explained  contrary  to  the 
wards  actually  suffer  that  ilestruction  for  fession  leaves  out,  in  italics,  and  leave  analogy  of  things  and  the  general  tenor  of 
which  they  were  fitted,  by  haying  filled  you  and  my  readers  to  judge  of  the  im-  scripture;  and  hence  the  doctrine  is  anti- 
up  the  measure  of  their  iniquities,  when  pittance  of  the  lOlh  verse:  ‘‘Having  scriptural  as  well  as  God-dishonoring, 
wrath  came  upon  them  to  the  uttermost;  made  known  unto  us  the  mystery  of  his  Yours.  &c.  D.  S. 

when  Jerusalem  was  destroyed, their  tern-  will,  according  to  his  good  pleasure  (^Same  subject  to  be  continued.) 

pie  burnt  to  ashes,  their  government  sub-  which  he  hath  purposed  in  himself;  that - 

verted,  and  they  scattered  among  all  na-  in  the  dispensation  of  the  fulness  of  times.  To  the  Editor  of  the  Evangelical  Magazine, 
tions  to  reap  the  bitter  fruits  of  their  own  he  might  gather  together  in  one,  all  things  Dbar  Sik — Being  ever  willing  to  pro¬ 

evil  doings.  Although  it  is  said,  “Jacob  in  Christ,  both  which  are  in  heaven  and  mote  the  caus*  of  truth,  and  to  dispel  the 
have  I  loved,  but  Esau  have  I  hated, *’yet  which  are  on  earth:  even  in  him,  \n  whom  gloomy  forebodings  of  the  imagination, 
we  are  not  to  understand  this  hatred  to  also  we  have  obtained  an  inheritance,  be-  a'ld  the  evils  resulting  therefrom,  I  sub* 
be  positive,  but  comparative:  the  same  as  ing  predestinated  according  to  the  pur-  mit  the  following  communication  to  your 
where  our  Saviour  says,  “if  any  man  come  pose  of  him  who  workelh  all  things  after  inspection;  and  if  you  think  it  worthy 
unto  me  and  hate  not  father  and  mother,  the  counsel  of  his  own  will.”  Now.  sir,  a  place  in  your  columns,  please  to  insert 
and  wife  and  children,  and  brethern  and  I  appeal  to  your  own  candor  and  good  it,  and  oblige  your  sincere  friend  and 
sisters,  yea,  a'ndlus  own  life  also, he  can  sense,  whether  the  10th  verse  is  not  tlie  well  wisher.  C.  C. 

nut  be  my  disciple.”  Ijuke  xiv.  26.  See  very  kev  to  the  proper  understanding  of  I.,,AGlNATION  AND  RE  ASON, 

this  explained  in  Matt.  x.  37.  It  the  the  other  two  verses?— whether  the  uni-  “The  proper  study  of  mankind  ia  man, 

temporary  falling  away  or  rejection  of  Is-  versa!  ingathering  of  all  things  in  Christ,  ^  mighty  maze,  yet  not  without  a  plan.” 

rael,  or  the  vessels  of  wrath, were  intend  the  head  of  every  man,  is  not  the  very  Here  we  are  introduced  into  an  exten- 
ed  to  signify  their  eternal  damnation  and  thing  embraced  in  the  “mystery  of  God’s  sive  field  of  speculation,  one  that  has  a 
endless  exclusion  from  bliss,  the  apostle  will,”  which  he  had  ‘‘made  known”  to  the  tendency  to  arouse  the  dormant  faculties 
would  hardly  have  said. ‘Have  they  stum  apostles  and  primitive  disciples? — and  of  the  understanding,  and  to  afford  matter 
bled  that  they  should  fall  ?  GOD  FOR-  whether  they  had  not  already  by  faith  fof  fbe  philosopher’s  skilful  pen.  Not 
DID  :  but  rather  through  their  fall,  sal  obtained  and  entered  into  the  enjoyment  only  the  admirable  and  complicated  struc- 
A'ation  is  come  unto  the  Gentiles  to  pro-  of  that  inheritance  which  it  was  revealed  turc  oT  the  human  frame,  but  the  exten- 
vQke  them  to  jealousy.”  Norwouhl  he  to  them  should  ultimately  be  enjoyed  by  sive  and  wonderful  phenomena  of  the  un- 
have  proceeded  immediately  to  predict  all  mankind;  so  that  they  were  a  kind  of  derstanding,  opens  a  wide  prospect  before 
their  final  and  universal  ingathering  and  first  fruits  anio  God,  denoting  what  the  us.  'I'his  curious  combination  of  inate- 
silvation.  See  Rom.  Chapter  xi  ;  from  whole  harvest  vnould  be,  in  the  end,  when  •'•al*  mechanism  of  parts,  so  inti- 
the  11th  verse  to  the  end.  Iftiicfram-  all  should  be  gathered  in?  For  “if  the  mately  connected  with  the  intellectual 
ers  of  your  Confession  of  fHith  had  not  first  fruit  be  holy,  the  lump  is  also  holy.”  system.  Ims  been  the  astonishment  ot 
handled  the  word  of  God  deceitfully.  Again,  when*  you  quote  and  endeavor  anatomists,  the  wonder  of  philosophers, 
when  theyquoted  verse  33,  of  this  chap-  to  explain  the  text,  “Hath  not  the  potter  and  has  defied  the  skill  of  the  roost  ac¬ 
tor,  “Oh,  the  depth  of  the  riches,  both  power  over  the  clay  of  the  same  lump,  to  complished  artist. 

of  the  wisdom  and  knowledge  of  Goil  !”  make  one  vessel  unto  honor,  and  another  When  from  nonentity  we  first  received 
&c.  they  would  never  have  adduced  it  unto  dishonor?”  you  seem  to  forget  all  our  existence,  as  with  the  brute  creation, 
a^roofofthe  consolationof  saints,  ari-  analogy,  and  lay  reason  and  experience  instinct  was  the  only  faculty,  except  the 
sing  from  a  belief  in  the  doctrine  of  el-  entirely  aside,  in  order  to  make  the  text  senses,  that  we  were  possessed  of.  This 
ecUon  and  reprobation,  and  preceded  it  countenance  your  views.  Did  you  ever  directs  the  young  of  ail  animals  to  the 
with  another  text  from  the  ninth  Chapter  know  a  potter  make  a  vessel  but  what  he  means  of  nourishment,  by  which  their  im- 
that  has  no  connexion  with  it:  but  they  designed  for  some  good  use?  Some,  to  perfect  organization  is  more  fully  devel- 
would  have  adduced  it  as  proof  of  the  joy  be  sure,  are  applierl  to  more  honorable  oped.  In  proportion  as  the  progress  of 
aud  consolation,  arising  from  a  belief  id  uses  than  others,  but  I  presume  you  never  our  internal  functions  is  advanced,  when 
the  final  salvation  of  all  Israel,  together  saw  a  potter  make  one  that  he  had  no  free  from  the  palpable  defects  of  confor- 
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inatiun,  our  understanding  and  intellec 
tual  powers  take  the  place  oi  instinct. 
Ves,  as  our  reason  is  cultivated  and  im¬ 
proved,  instinct  no  longer  predominates, 
but  retires,  to  make  room  for  this  noblest 
of  powers,  this  peculiar  characteristic  of 
enlightened  and  civilized  man,  and  which 
forms  the  most  stiiking  distinction  be 
tween  him  and  the  lower  order  of  beings. 
Here,  then,  we  find  a  subject  of  admira 
tion;  one  we  1  calculated  to  excite  our 
most  lively  and  ardent  gratitude  to  the 
Author  of  our  existence. 

Reason  may  be  defined,  the  power  or 
faculty  of  judging  of  the  difterent  rela¬ 
tions  of  the  ideas  we  receive  through  the 
medium  of  the  senses.  It  is  a  faculty 
susceptible  of  great  cultivation,  and  is 
almost  exclusively  the  result  of  experi- 
encef  To  prove  *his,  we  need  only  con 
trast  the  difterent  states  of  civilization. 

The  imagination  is  a  fiuitful  source  of 
many  correct  ideas,  and  useful  inven 
tions,  while  under  the  influence  of  rea¬ 
son;  but  if  left  to  itself,  without  this 
guide,  it  is  productive  of  the  most  fatal 
delusions,  as  well  as  many  lamentable 
diseases.  Of  the  former,  none  are  so 
common  as  many  pretended  religious  cus¬ 
toms  and  practices.  Some  are  inces¬ 
santly  fancying  the  frightful  torments  of 
an  imaginary  hell,  of  a  yawning  and 
dreadful  abyss,  ready  to  ingulph  them, 
picturing  to  their  aflVighted  imagination 
the  existence  of  an  infernal  spirit,  and 
perhaps  believe  themselves  actually  pos 
sessed  with  a  devil.  This  state  of  de 
spair,  and  remorse  of  conscience,  not  un- 
frequently  terminates  in  real  mania  or 
insanity.  Others  arc  wrapt  up  in  an  ec- 
stacy  of  profound  meditation,  and  becom¬ 
ing  almost  insensible  to  the  iinpresssion 
of  external  objects,  breaking  forth  in  the 
loudest  acclamations  of  joy.  In  this 
state  we  see  reason  frequently  deserting 
its  possessor,  and  yielding  to  the  other 
passions  of  the  soul,  whilst  the  iinagina 
tion  pursues  its  wanderings  into  the  ce¬ 
lestial  regions,  fancying  the  enjoyment 
of  the  rapturous  delights  of  heaven,  till 
finally  the  powers  of  feeling  and  motion 
are  entirely  suspended.  No  one  will 
fail  to  recognize  in  this  description,  the 
delusion  of  a  most  respectable  class  of 
citizens,  commonly  called  ‘‘/Ac  power  of 
God."**  Others,  again,  are  laboring  under 
the  supposed  influence  of  sorcerers. 
Who  is  there  that  has  read  the  history 
of  the  first  settlers  of  New  England,  but 
what  shudders  when  he  reflects  upon  the 
deplorable  state,  in  which  this  absurd 
notion  had  involved  them;  and  is  it  im¬ 
possible  that  at  some  future  day,  the 
same  scenes  shall  be  reacted?  Even  at 
this  enlightened  age  of  which  we  boast, 
thousands,  no  doubt,  believe  in  their  ex¬ 


istence  in  consequence  of  the  fabulous 
stories  so  often  told  them,  although  they 
they  themselves  have  never  witnessed 
their  eflects. 

Another  equally  absurd,  and  still  more 
prevalent  practice  still  exists  in  almost 
all  parts  of  the  world — that  of  fortune 
telling;  pursued  only  by  the  most  aban¬ 
doned  of  the  human  race,  and  which  are 
generally  of  the  female  sex,  though  pos¬ 
sessing  but  a  small  share  of  the  female 
graces.  Ami  is  it  possible,  that  those 
young  people  who  consult  them,  to  know 
their  future  destiny  in  life,  believe  that 
the  Almighty  has  endowed  these  de¬ 
graded  beings  with  the  talents  of  a  pro¬ 
phet?  Ask  them  the  reason  of  this  be 
lief  and  you  obtain  for  answer  the  lan¬ 
guage  of  the  woman  of  Samaria:  “He 
told  me  dll  that  ever  I  did.”  Some  will 
even  go  so  far  as  to  conclude  they  were 
assisted  by  the  devil  himself,  the  prince 
of  the  power  of  the*  air.  These  supposed 
causes  are  nothing  more  than  the  result 
of  a  disordered  intellect.  It  is  by  no 
means  uncommon  for  the  imagination  to 
effect  a  seeming  radical  change  in  the  ex¬ 
ternal  appearance  of  objects;  and  can  its 
influence  be  considered  less,  in  effecting 
a  coincidence  between  those  predictions, 
and  the  events  that  afterwards  happen? 
But  may  not  this  coincidence  arise  inde¬ 
pendent  of  an  extravagant  imagination? 
.\rp  there  not  an  innumerable  train  of 
common  occurrences,  that  happen  alike 
to  almost  every  individual?  and  do  not 
these  constitute  the  essence  of  their 
feigned  magical  skill?  Should  it,  again, 
be  ascribed  to  demonology,  the  delusion 
may  still  be  traced  to  a  disordered  ima 
ginatinn.  Truth  now  begins  to  dispel 
the  illusion.  People  of  sense  no  longer 
fear  the  diabolical  influence  of  evil  genii, 
the  contact  of  witches,  or  the  power  of 
pretended  magicians.  These  fears  are 
to  be  met  with  only  among  the  ignorant. 
And  it  is  to  be  hoped  that  time,  and  the 
progress  of  knowledge,  may  entirely 
eradicate  these  whimsical  superstitions. 

The  above  remarks  are  sufficient  at 
this  time  for  my  purpose,  (and  1  have  ex¬ 
tended  them  farther  than  I  should  have 
done,  but  for  the  firevalence  of  the  opin¬ 
ion  1  am  combatting,  and  the  tenacity 
of  its  supporters)  though  I  might  refer 
to  many  other  more  striking  instances  of 
this  kind;  such  as  delicate  women  and 
virgins,  daring  the  artifices  of  their  exe¬ 
cutioners;  suffering  martyrdom  to  illus¬ 
trate  the  truths  of  Christianity;  and  ter¬ 
minating  their  existence  amidst  the  most 
cruel  sufferings;  while  their  imagination, 
contemplating  the  supernatural  felicity 
that  awaits  them,  enables  them  to  submit 
to  it,  almost  without  a  groan.  With  the 
same  prospect  of  felicity,  the  Hindoo 


widow  ascends  the  funeral  pile  of  her 
husband  with  the  most  perfect  calmness 
and  serenity!  Not  to  mention  the  many 
millions  that  have  sacrificed  themselves 
before  their  idols,  behold  equally  as  many 
noble  souls,  braving  every  danger,  tri¬ 
umphing  over  every  obstacle,  and  en¬ 
countering  all  the  hardships  and  priva¬ 
tions  imaginable,  to  achieve  the  noble 
sentiment  of  glory,  and  arrive  at  the  tem¬ 
ple  of  fame.  Hence  we  see  that  the  im¬ 
agination  seems  to  be  the  united  efl'ect 
of  all  the  passions.  It  elevates  the  soul 
so  far  above  the  weakness  of  the  human 
frame,  as  to  make  it  insensible  to  the 
most  cruel  causes  of  suffering.  Its  ef¬ 
fect  is  no  less  sensible,  when  operating 
in  a  different  manner,  by  which  its  dele¬ 
terious  and  fatal  effects  on  the  physical 
constitution  are  observed 

Thus  far  I  have  traced  the  imagina¬ 
tion,  mostly  independent  of  the  reason¬ 
ing  facult}.  And  now,  will  it  be  said 
that  reason  is  of  no  material  service  to 
man,  in  forming  a  religious  opinion,  or 
in  the  worship  of  his  maker?  Will  the 
enthusiast  continue  to  preach  up  the  per¬ 
nicious  influence  of  human  reason,  and 
thereby  degrade  himself  to  a  level  with 
the  brute?  To  imagine  is  to  compose 
ideas.  Reason,  I  have  defined  to  be,  the 
power  of  judging  of  the  different  relations 
of  these  ideas;  and  here  I  may  add,  that 
it  is  the  faculty  intended  as  a  guide  to 
the  imagination.  It  is  evident,  as  I  have 
before  observed,  that  the  imagination 
may  exist,  independent  of  the  faculty  of 
reason;  but  when  controlled  by  it,  the 
latter  becomes  both  a  guard  and  p;uide  to 
all  our  actions  and  opinions: — 

“Self  love,  the  spring  of  motion,  acts  the  soul. 

Reason’s  comparing  balance  rules  the  whole.’  * 
This  distinction,  and  view  of  the  sub¬ 
ject,  explains  the  origin  of  the  distrust 
so  commonly  entertained  of  human  rea¬ 
son.  It  is  not  enough  that  we  watch  the 
operations  of  the  intellectual  faculties  in 
their  perfect  state.  We  must  trace  them 
in  all  their  perturbations  and  wanderiugs; 
and  when  the  judgment  deviates  from  the 
regular  and  tranquil  course  of  perfection 
and  maturity,  instead  of  imputing  it  to 
the  fallacy  of  reason,  let  it  be  consid¬ 
ered  to  arise  from  the  want  of  that  faculty, 
which  forms  one  species  of  mental  alftn- 
ation.  C.  C. 


For  the  Evangelical  Magazine. 
THE  CHRISTIAN  CHARACTER. 

What  is  it  to  be  a^Christian  indeed?”  An 
assemblage  of  all  human  excellencies  go 
to  constitute  that  highest  of  dignities;aD(l 
the  numerous  pretenders  to  that  high  dis¬ 
tinction,  manifest  its  sterling  worth.  It 
is  a  question  of  no  minor  importance, 
but  requires  a  serious  investigation,  which 
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is  of  vast  magnitude,  pregnant  witli 
lasting  consequences,  and  on  the  posses¬ 
sion  of  which,  hangs  present  and  future 
happiness.  Perhaps  it  is  easier  to  saj 
what  it  is  not,  than  to  say  what  it 
is,  as  it  is  so  generally  aspired  af¬ 
ter,  so  much  pretended  to,  and,  it  is  to 
be  feared,  so  little  possessed. 

To  be  a  ^‘Christian  indeed”  is  not  to 
be  made  so  by  Baptism.  If  to  have  been 
babtized,  constitutes  a  Christian,  the 
Bells  of  the  Churches,  which'in  Europe 
were  formerly  baptized,  might  justly  lay 
claim  to  that  dignity,  which  is  **the  high¬ 
est  stile  of  man.”  It  is  not  acquired  by 
repeating  any  form  of  words,  how  sound 
soever,  or  believing  any  set  of  dogmas, 
although  laid  down,  with  the  utmost 
precision.  It  is  not  the  embracing  any 
particular  tenet,  or  subscribing  to  any 
confession,  though  done  with  the  utmost 
sincerity,  that  can  elevate  a  man  to  that 
sublime  dignity. 

It  is  not  by  subscribing  to  Missions,  or 
even  by  possessing  a  Missionary  spirit, 
or  joining  in  Church  fellowship  with  the 
purest  society  on  earth;  it  is  not  by  at¬ 
tending  prayer  meetings  without  ceasing, 
or  camp  meetings,  or  by  the  praisewor- 1 
thy  duty  of  family  devotion,  or  all  of 
these:  a  man  may  be  found  in  the  con¬ 
stant  observance  of  all  of  these,  and  be 
no  better  than  sounding  brass,  or  a  tink¬ 
ling  cymbal. 

These  may  be  signs,  but  not  infallable 
signs,  of  this  most  desired  of  all  appella¬ 
tions.  These  are  only  the  shadows,  not 
the  Bubstancei  these  may  constitute  the 
carcase,  but  are  nut  the  soul,  the  vitals 
of  godliness. 

These  may  array  in  brilliant  colours 
the  hypocrite;they  may  deceive  the  wear¬ 
er,  as  well  as  the  spectator,  and  cover  de¬ 
formity  of  character,  and  malignity  of 
temper.  The  running  without  weariness 
to  hear  sermons,  or  even  to  preach  the 
truth  with  the  eloquence  of  an  Apollos, 
or  displaying  the  utmost  vigilance  and 
assiduity  in.  Sunday  Schools,  or  the  strict¬ 
est  attention  to  the  keeping,  without  any 
labor,  the  Sabbath,  are  no  criterions  of 
that  character  ;  nor  even  the  ceaseless 
distribution  of  tracts,  or  subscribing  to 
every  religious  call ;  all  these  may  be 
performed,  and  even’  delighted  in,  and 
the  heart  not  be  right  with  God, 

To  be.  a  Christian  indeed,  the  pure 
spirit  of  Christ  must  be  imbibed  ;  we  are 
assured  ‘*if  any  man  has  not  the  Spirit  of 
Christ,  he  cannot  be  his.”  Our  divine 
master,  Jesus  Christ,  had  a  spirit,  and 
temper  worthy  of  imitation;  ami  the  pos¬ 
session  of  it  is  a  true,  and  the  only  crite¬ 
rion,  that  any  man  is  a  “  Christian  in¬ 
deed.” 

He  possessed  the  truest  devotion  to  his 


heavenly  Father  ;  and  wUen  any  man  has 
his  spirit,  his  devotion  is  likewise  ardent 
constant  and  uniform:  he  is  devoted  to 
his  service  constantly,  not  one  day  in  a 
week  only,  but  strives  to  make  every  day 
a  Sabbath  to  him.  He  esteems  nut  one 
day  above  another,  butall  days  alike,  and 
attends  public  worship  with  the  highest 
relish  and  pleasure,  not  to  observe  a  set 
day,but  to  manifest  to  the  world  at  large, 
on  that  day,  publicly,  what  he  is,  and  de¬ 
sires  to  be  all  the  week,  and  every  day  : 
he  does  not  put  on  religion  and  put  it  oft' 
again  with  his  best  clothes;  for  his  religi¬ 
on  is  in  his  heart,  the  engrafted  word,  or 
principle,  which  like  the  ever  burning 
lamp  of  the  ancients,  always  shines.  Ha¬ 
ving  the  spirit  of  Christ,  he  is  not 
censorious,  judges  not  a  brother,  beca'use 
he  believes  not,  or  Worships  not  with  him. 
His  Religion  is  noiT  theoretical,  but 
practical:  it  is  not  ostentatious;  he  affects 
not  long,  or  loud  prayers,  in  the  public 
temple,  or  in  the  woods.  He  is  not  like 
the  Pharisee,  of  old,  but  observes  more 
the  precept  which  directs  him  to  pray  in 
secret  to  his  Heavenly  Father,  after  hav¬ 
ing  first  conscientiously  shut  the  door. — 
He  seeks  not  to  have  his  name  stand 
first  on  the  list  of  pubUc  charities,  or  to 
give  all  he  can  spare  to  Missionary  con 
tributiuns,  or  the  building  of  churches  ; 
when  he  gives  he  does  not  court  public 
applause,  but  being  guided  by  the  pure 
precepts  of  Jesus,  he  refuses  to  let  his 
le  ft  hand  know  what  his  right  hand  do- 
eth. 

He  carries  the  temper  of  Jesus  into  the 
world  with  him;  he  is  not  peevish,  or  mo¬ 
rose,  but  has  bowels  of  compassion  to  all; 
his  temper  is  mild  and  gentle;  knowing 
his  own  frailties,  he  commiserates  the 
failings  of  his  brethern  of  the  human  fa¬ 
mily,  looking  with  the  eye  of  candor  on 
h'is  neighbors’  faults,  knowing  that  to 
their  own  master,  tiicy  must  stand  or 
fall. 

As  he  lives,  so  he  dies;  having  been 
possessed  of  the  true  spirit  of  devoted 
ness  to  God  in  life,  he  practices  resigna¬ 
tion  at  the  hour  of  death,  and  in  the  spi¬ 
rit  of  Jesus,  which  he  has  striven  to  culti¬ 
vate  to  the  utmost  of  his  abilities  in  life, 
he  commits  his  soul  to  his  Heavenly  Fa¬ 
ther’s  care,  and  falls  asleep  in  Jesus. 

NEMO. 


For  the  Evangelical  Magazine, 

,  EXCOMMUNICATION 
0/  ATrs.  Ethelinda  Woods,  from  the  Bap~ 
tist  Chvrch  in  Madison,  N.  Y. 
[Continued  from  our  last.] 

LETTER  TO  ELDER  JOHN  BLAIN. 

Madison,  Aug.  9th  1828. 
Dear  Sir — After  maturely  delibera¬ 
ting  on  the  treatment  Mrs.  Woods  receiv¬ 


ed  atyour  church  meeting,twu  weeks  ago 
I  feel  myself  bound  to  vindicate  her  cha¬ 
racter  from  any  unjust  aspersions  that 
may  have  been  cast  upon  it.  You  cannot 
be  insensible  that  you  wounded  my  feel¬ 
ings  in  a  most  tender  point.  Had  you 
been  actuated  bj  that  spirit  of  charity, 
which  St.  Paul  so  beautifully  describes, 
in  the  13th  Chapter  of  1. Corinthians,  you 
would  not,  I  think,  thus  publicly,  before 
an  audience,  have  abused  and  slandered 
the  character  of  an  unprotected  female. 

I  expect  you  will  assign  some  justifiable 
cause  for  thus  conducting,  or  be  willing 
to  make  that  satisfaction  which  the  na¬ 
ture  of  the  case  requires,  or  else  1  shall 
be  under  the  necessity  of  publishing  the 
transaction,  that  an  impartial  public  may 
decide  where  impropriety  of  conduct  lies. 

Such  indignities,  cannot,  ought  not,  to  be 
borne  in  silence. 

1  flatter  myself,  however,  that  you  will  1 

feel  disposed  to  have  the  matter  amicablv  1 

adjusted,  and  restore,^  if  possible,  good  I 

feelings.  Yours  in  haste, 

JONAS  \\OODS. 

_ 

LETTER  SECOND,  TO  THE  SAME. 

Madison,  Oct.  16,  1828. 

DearSir-I  feel  myself  under  the  impe¬ 
rious  necessity,  and  painful  duty,  of  again 
reminding  you  of  the  misunderstanding 
that  exists  between  us,  for  the  express 
purpose  of  having  the  difficulty  settled 
on  amicable  terms,  if  possible. 

We  have  heard  numerous  reports  res¬ 
pecting  what  you  have  said;  some  of  them 
are  contradictory.  Which  is  most  cor¬ 
rect,  I  leave  you  to  settle. 

1  hope  you  will  feel  disposed  to  meet 
me  at  some  suitable  place,  with  a  few 
friends  on  both  sides,  and  with  Christian 
feelings  talk  the  matter  over. 

We  forbear  to  detail  particulars  in 
this  note,  thinking  it  more  proper  to  in¬ 
vite  you  to  a  conference. 

We  should  be  pleased  to  have  you 
call  at  our  house  :  but  if  you  wish  not, 
we  will  meet  you  at  any  proper  place  you 
shall  appoint. 

I  hope  you  will  not  be  oiTended,  if  I 
subscribe  myself. 

Yours,  in  Christian  love, 

ETHELINDA  WOODS. 


LETTER  FROM  ELDER  BLAIN  TO 
MR.  WOODS. 

Afadison,  Oct.  29,  1828. 

Dear  Sir — I  received  a  letter  from 
you,  sometime  in  August,  and  meant  to 
write  you  an  answer,  but  the  hurry  of  bu¬ 
siness,  in  preparing  for  our  journey,  pre¬ 
vented. 

In  that  letter  you  speak  of  my  abu¬ 
sing  Mrs.  Woods^  and  request  me  to 
take  some  measure  to  restore  good  feel-^ 
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ing*,  Sfc.  Now  sir,  1  can  prove  by  niore| 
titan  a  dozen  witnesses,  that  1  did  not 
abuse  Mrs.  Woods,  at  the  time  to  which 
vou  allude.  I  told  her  some  plain  facts, 
which  were  evident  to  most,  if  not  all 
present.  1  however  admit  that  a  more 
mild  course  would  have  been  better  cal¬ 
culated  to  save  friendly  feelings.  ‘‘Soft 
answers  turn  away  anger.”  The  course 
which  Mrs.  Woods  took  at  the  meeting, 
which  she  attended,  was  1  believe,  to  us 
all,  a  very  strange  onej  one,  which  we 
think,  merited  rebuke  ;  but  I  wish  I  had 
been  more  mild  ;  I  always  wish  to  save 
good  feelings,  though  my  plain  manner 
does  not  always  secure  them. 

Mrs.  Woods  informed  me  in  her  letter 
of  the  16th  that  you  have  beard  various 
and  contradictory  reports  respecting  what 
1  have  said  about  our  difficulties.  We 
live  in  a  world  of  strange  and  contradic- 
ory  reports,  but  I  do  not  feel  myself  ac¬ 
countable  for  those  reports.  What  I  have 
said,  I  shall  be  willing  to  meet  again  at 
any  time.  1  also  have  heard  many  re¬ 
ports ‘about  what  Mrs.  Woods  has  said, 
and  if  those  reports  are  true,  she  has  slan¬ 
dered  and  abused  me  in  an  unchristian 
and  cruel  manner.  I  am  willing  to  leave 
this  between  God,  and  her  own  soul. 

lam  requested  to  meet  Mrs.  Woods 
at  some  proper  place,  and  talk  over, 
and  try  to  settle  our  difficulties.  The 
only  objection  1  have  to  this  request  is, 
that  I  suppose  such  a  measure  would  be 
wholly  useless.  The  church  has  taken  a 

flain  course,  and  has  come  to  a  decision  •, 
am  accused  of  abusing  Mrs.  Woods  . — 
This  accusation  is  wholly  incorrect,  and 
should  we  spend  a  whole  day  on  the  sub¬ 
ject,  I  know  of  no  benefit  which  would 
follow.  I  will  not,  however,  wholly  re¬ 
fuse  to  have  such  a  conference,  as  she 
seems  so  anxious  fur  it. 

Now  sir,  I  believe  that  Mrs.  Woods 
has  abused  me  unjustly,  still  I  wish  for 
peace  and  frien<l8hip.  I  have  not  the 
least  desire  to  injure  you  or  your  wife, 
I  should  therefore  advise  her  to  let  the 
subject  drop.  I  would  give  the  same  ad¬ 
vice,  were  she  my  own  sister.  But  if  she 
perseveres  as  she  has  commenced,  I  shall 
be  under  the  necessity  of  giving  some  ex- 

rilanation  of  the  whole  business  to  the  pub¬ 
ic,  which  I  think,  will  be  much  to  her  dis¬ 
advantage.  1  hope  she  will  save  me  such 
a  task. 

Wishing  you  and  yours  well,  I  sub- 
ecribe  myself  your  friend, 

,  j.blain. 

Mr.  Jonas  Woods. 


from  MRS.  WOODS  TO  ELDER  SLAIN. 

Madison^  ATor.  23,  1828.  * 
Dear  Sir.— -Mr.  Woods  received  your 


letter  of  the  29th  ult. ;  and,  as  I  am  par- 
tieularly  and  personally  interested  in  its 
contents,  he  permits  me  to  answer  for  my¬ 
self. 

And  in  the  first  place,  I  will  say  that  I 
feel  not  in  the  least  intimidated  on  account 
of  your  witnesses,  nor  your  threats  to  pub¬ 
lish  explanations.  As  to  the  first,  they,  as 
well  as  you  and  myself,  are  a  party  con¬ 
cerned  :  and  it  becomes  necessary  that  the 
whole  business  be  openly  and  fairly  dis¬ 
cussed  in  the  presence  of  other  friends, 
that  it  may  be  manifest  where  the  blame 
lies. 

As  to  explanations,  it  was  what  I  re¬ 
quested  of  the  Baptist  Church,  and  you 
there  peremptorily  denied  me  any.  1  still 
wish  tor  a  fair  understanding  to  take  place, 
not  only  between  you  and  me,  but  with 
the  Baptist  Church  also.  As  to  your  giv¬ 
ing  explanations  to  the  public,  I  have  but 
one  objection — that  is,  I  think  it  a  poor 
way  to  settle  differences  between  Chris¬ 
tians,  and  therefore  have  not  yet  consent¬ 
ed  that  my  friends  should  put  the  whole 
affair  in  print. 

I  would  observe  that  1  am  not  without 
my  hopes  that  there  may  be  some  honest 
misunderstanding  between  us,  which  may 
be  obviated  upon  fairly  discussing  the  sub¬ 
ject. 

You  observe,  and  justly  I  think,thatwe 
live  in  a  strange  world ;  and  your  advice 
to  me,  to  let  the  matter  rest,  after  attach¬ 
ing  to  my  character  almost  the  worst  of 
crimes  that  a  woman  can  be  guilty  of,  may 
be  ranked  among  one  of  the  wonders  with 
which  our  world  abounds,  or  1  much  mis¬ 
take.  - 

Why  not,  in  the  voice  of  inspiration,  say, 
“let  the  time  past  of  your  life  suffice”  that 
you  have  committed  these  crimes  ?  Also 
“he  that  covereth  his  sin,  shall  not  pros¬ 
per  *,  but  he  that  confesseth  and  forsaketh 
his  sins,  shall  find  mercy.” 

If  I  have  done  any  thing  contrary  to  the 
Gospel,  I  feel  it  to  be  my  peace,  my  hap¬ 
piness,  my  honor,  my  privilege,  to  make 
gospel  restitution.  And  the  very  worst 
wish  I  wish  you.  Elder  Blain,  is  this  dis¬ 
position — thus  to  feel,  thus  to  act. 

You  seem  to  be  loath  to  confer  on  the 
subject  of  our  disagreement :  but  as  you 
do  not  wholly  refuse,  I  must  press  my  re¬ 
quest,  and  will  seriously  invite  you  to  let 
the  matter  come  openly  before  the  church, 
and  others  that  shall  wish  to  attend.  Or, 
in  the  first  place,  with  a  few  friends,  ac¬ 
cording  to  my  first  proposal. 

I  feel  still  more  urgent  in  this  request, 
since  receiving  your  letter,  than  I  did  be¬ 
fore  ;  as  you  put  beyond  a  doubt,  what  I 
beard  last  summer,  that  you  said  you  could 
publish  that,'  that  would  be  a  great  dam¬ 
age  to  my  characti^.  ^  » 

I  then  thought,  and  istill  think,  that  I 


had  already  begun  to  reap  the  unpleasant 
fruits  of  my  private  excommunication  ;  and 
I  feel  confirmed  in  my  apprehension  that 
it  placed  my  character  in  a  perilous  situa¬ 
tion. 

As  I  hope  soon  to  receive  an  invitation 
to  meet  you,  I  forbear  to  particularize,  and 
hope  we  may  be  enabled  to  jx>ssess  the 
spirit  of  meekness  and  mutual  forbearance. 
I  feel  to  trust  this,  with  all  other  concerns, 
with  Him  who  has  been,  and  is  still,  m\ 
only  support  and  strength  in  all  my  trials. 
Adieu.  ETHELINDA  WOODS. 

[  Concluded  in  our  next.  ] 

Cl)e  iSbaitficItcal  i^aBaitne. 

UTICA,  SATURDAY,  OCT.  24,  1829. 

ASaOCIATIOINI. 

The  (Maine)  **York,  Cumberland  and  Ox. 
ford  Associalioo  of  Universalists,”  was  boldeu 
at  Fryeburg,  on  the  9th  and  10th  ult. 

The  Kennebvck  Association  was  holden  at 
Belgrade  on  the  7th  and  8th  iost.  An  interest¬ 
ing  season  was  enjoyed,  four  new  societies  re- 
ceived  into  fellewship,  and  the  cause  of  truth 
represented  to  be  in  a  flourishing  state. 

The  Old  Colony  Association  convened  at 
Plymouth,  Mass,  on  Wednesday,  2d  ult.  held 
its  session  one  day  only;  ordained  Br.  Elinor 
Hewitt;  three  discourses  were  delivered  byBrs. 
D.  Pickering  and  T.  Whittemore,  and  the  Asso¬ 
ciation  adjourned,  to  meet  in  Hanson,  on  the 
first  Wednesday  in  September,  1830.  Circular 
by  Br.  R.L.  Killam. 

The  JS'orthem  Af»ocialioti  of  Universalitts 
was  holden  atWilliamstown,  Vt-on  tbe7tb  and 
8tb  inst.  Br.  J.  E.  Palmer  was  chosen  Mode¬ 
rator,  and  Br.  T.  J.  Sawyer,  clerk.  Besides 
these  brethren  in  the  ministry,  there  were  pre¬ 
sent  Brs.  J.  Bradley,  K.  Bartlett,  J.  Ward,  W. 
Bell,  J.  Moore,  W.  Skinoer,  T.  Browning,  M. 
Coburn,  E.  Vose,  J.  Boynton,  jr.  J.  Gilman 
and  Elijah  Smith,  the  fire  first  of  whom  preached 
discourses  on  the  occasion.  Brs.  Bradley  and 
Gilman  received  ordination,  and  Br.  Smith  a 
letter  of  fellowship.  The  Watchman  and  Re¬ 
pository  was  recommended  to  the  patronage  of 
(he  public;  a  resolve  passed  to  make  an  effort 
to  continue  tbe  publication  of  tlie  Visiter.  Br- 
W.  Skinner  was  appointed  to  deliver  an  address 
before  tbe  next  session  of  this  body,  on  tbe  best 
means  of  promoting  the  interests  of  the  cause  of 
truth;  and  the  Association  adjourned  to  meet  at 
Williston,  Vt.  on  tbe  first  Wednesday  and 
Thursday  in  October,  1830.  Circular  by  Br. 
Sawyer. 


A  friend  in  Fredericktowo,  Ohio,  writes  us 
that  tbe  Universalists  in  that  place  hare  been 
lately  favored  with  'preaching  once  in  three  or 
four  weeks,  by  Br.  Strong,  and  are  arousing  to 
aeenseof  duty,  and  the  importance  of  activity 
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in  tilt,  cause  of  truth.  Tlic)’  art;  .umju  iq  tunn 
themselves  into  a  society  for  the  purpose  of  et 
tablishiog  regular  meetings  on  every  Sabbatlu 
in  which,  when  they  have  no  preacher,  som  ! 
one  will  read  a  sermon,  and  all  who  leel  inter 
esteil  in  the  cause,  will  have  the  liberty  of  speak 
ing,  praving,  exhorting,  &c.  This,  we  think.  | 
will  be  an  excellent  plan,  and  productive  ol 
much  good.  We  bid  our  friends  in  that  plaC' , 
God  speed,  and  say  to  them,  persevere  in  the 
good  cause,  and  success  will  crown  your  oxer 
tions. 


MORE  DEIIICATIO.NS. 

On  Wednesday,  30th  ult.  tlic  Free  Meeting' 
House  lately  erected  in  Anson,  Me.  was  solemn¬ 
ly  dedicated  to  the  worship  of  Almighty  God. 
Sermon  by  Rev.  W.  A.  Drew,  of  Augusta.— 
Ministers  of  four  different  denominations  were 
present,  and  took  parts  in  the  services,  viz: — 
Universalists,  Unitarians,  Methodists,  and  Free 
will  Baptists. 

The  New  Universalist  Meeting  IIohsc  lateh 
erected  in  Norway,  Me.  was  dedicateil  to  the 
service  of  God  on  the  30th  ult.  Sermon  by 
Rev.  Jacob  Wood,  of  Saco,  from  Phil.  in.  3. 

Th*  new  Universalist  .Meeting  House  in 
Greene,  Me.  was  to  have  been  dedicated  on 
Wednesilay  last.  Sermon  by  Rev.  Geo.  Bates, 
of  Livermore. 


New  subscribers  can  be  furnisucil  with  Ibe 
back  numbers  of  this  volume  of  the  Evangelical 
Magazine. 

Some  of  our  patrons,  since  we  commenced 
publishing  the  Magazine  weekly,  have  inqui¬ 
red  wliether  the  price  of  the  present  volunie 
would  not  be  increased  in  consequeuco  of  it  ?  to 
which  we  would  answer,  no — the  price  of  thf 
volume  will  not  be  increased-  Tlie  volume  will 
contain  26  numbers,  agreeable  to  the  proposals 
in  its  commencement.  But  i'  will  be  perceived 
the  present  volume  will  close  aboutthree  mouths 
sooner  than  it  would  under  the  former  arrange¬ 
ment.  Each  subscriber  will  feave  his  full  com¬ 
plement  of  numbers;  but  the  volume  will  close 
the  last  of  December,  so  as  to  comunence  a  new 
volume  on  the  first  of  January.  This  arrange¬ 
ment  was  necessary  and  expedient  on  two  ac' 
counts ;  1st.  Because  the  Gospel  Advocate,  with 
which  this  paper  is  to  be  united,  closes  its  pres¬ 
ent  volume  at  that  time ;  and  2d.  Because  the 
beginning  ofa  new  year  is  the  proper  time  to  be¬ 
gin  a  new  volume.  It  is  then  we  have  long  win¬ 
ter  creoings — our  friends  have  leisure  to  read, 
visit  their  neighbors  and  brethern,  show  them 
the  Magazine,  get  new  subscribers,  settle  up 
their  accounts,  make  remittances,  and  send  pay¬ 
ment,  in  advance,  fov  aootl^r  year,.4so-  &o.  Sic- 
We  are  glad  to  1^  by  the  numerous  congra- 
t  ilations  of  our  fri^ds  Ap  all  b^d^,  that  the  new 
arraDgetncnt— the  uoioo  of  the  Magazine  and 


•Advocate — meets  tin-  ver)  generul  aud  cordi:il 
ipprubatioD  of  thcUniversalists  of  this  andotlier 
states  where  these  two  papers  now  circulate. — 
V’e  hope  for  the  continuance  of  this  favorable 
sentiment,  and  the  patronage  and  encourag  'ment 
of  all  our  friends.  Our  correspondents  will  ac¬ 
cept  our  unfeigned  thanks  for  their  liberal  and 
valuable  contributions  heretofore ;  and  we  shall 
he  happy  to  acknowledge  a  continuance  of  their 
favors.  Tliere  are  now  several  vtluable  period¬ 
icals  published  by  Universalists  at  a  cheap  rate, 
in  this  country;  and  we  hope  to  make  the ‘-Emn- 
gelical  Magazine,  and  Gospel  Advocate,'"  one  of 
the  cht;apest,  as  well  as  one  of  the  most  interest¬ 
ing  and  valuable  rcliginus  papers  in  the  ennnex- 
inn,  or  in  the  country. 

The  earnest  and  respectful  request  of  our 
friends  in  Sullivan,  for  the  publication  of  the 
Sermon  delivered  at  the  dedication  in  that  place, 
shall  be  complied  with  as  soon  as  possible. 

JUDtS  ISCARIOT. 

We  have  several  times,  of  late,  been  re¬ 
quested  to  give  some  explanation,  or  offer  soin* 
remarks,  on  the  fate  of  Judas  Iscariot,  and  the 
scriptures  relating  to  his  case.  This  case  i.s 
often  brought  up  by  theopposers  of  Universal- 
ism,  as  an  unanswerable  objection  to  the  doc 
trine;  and  some  of  our  readers  are  at  a  loss  to 
know  how  to  understand  those  scriptures  that 
speak  of  the  fate  of  Judas.  We  published  a 
discourse  on  this  subject  in  the  first  volume  of 
the  Magazine;  but  as  the  majority  of  our  pre¬ 
sent  patrons  were  not  then  subscribers,  we  pre- 
1  sume  tbo  following  remarks  will  be  acceptable 
I  to  them,  anti  even  to  those  who  have  read  that 
jdisci^  urse;  as  they  come  not  from  a  Universal- 
!  ist,  but  from  a  Methodist.  They  are  from  the 
I  commentary  of  Dr.  A.  Clarke;  and  as  ho  was 
a  firm  believer  in  the  doctrine  of  endless  misery, 
we  Trust  his  remarks  on  this  subject  will  have 
weight  with  all  our  readers,  and  especially  with 
our  Methodist  brethren,  whose  oracle  the  doctor 
is  considered.  The  following  are  Lis  rciuqrks 
upon  this  subject:  — 

“Some  think  that  he  died  or  was  suffocated 
through  excessive  grief,  and  that  thus  the  ternxs 
in  the  text  and  in  Matt,  xxvii.  5.  are  to  be  un¬ 
derstood.  The  late  Mr.  Wakefield  defends  this 
meaning  with  great  learning  aud  ingenuity. 

The  Rev.  John  Jones,  in  his  Illustrations  of 
the  fmtr  Gospels,  sums  up  bis  opinion  thus:  '  So 
sensible  became  tlie  traitor  of  the  distinguished 
rank  which  Le  forfeited,  and  of  the  deep  dis¬ 
grace  into  which  he  precipitated  himself,  by 
betraying  his  Master,  that  he  was  seized  wi^h 
such  violent  grief,  as  occasioned  the  rupture  of 
his  bowels,  aud  ended  in  suffocation  aud  death.'’ 
p.  571.  *  ' 

I  After  the  most  mature  consideration  of  this 
I  subject,  on  which  I  hesitated  to  fonn  an  opinion 
I  in  the  note  ou  Matt,  xxvii.  5.  I  think  the  follow- 
I  ing  observations  may  lead  to  a  proper  knowledge 
of  the  most  probable  state  of  the  case.  1.  J  udas, 
like  piaoy  otticrs|  thought  that  the  kingdom  of 
(fie  Messiah  would  be  a  secular  kingdom;,  and 
that  his  own  secular  interest 'ntust  be  promoted 
by  his  attacliment  to  Christ. 


Of  liii^  n'l  d  all  the  liiM'ipli  -  seem  to  tiav^ 
been,  previously  to  the  resuircrtion  of  Christ. 

2,  From  long  observation  ofhis  Master’s  coni 
duct,  he  was  now  convinced,  that  he  intended 
to  erect  no  such  kingdom;  and  that  consequent- 
ly  the  expectation  which  he  had  built  on  the 
contrary  supposition,  must  be  ultimately  disap. 
pointed.  3.  Bung  poor  and  covetous,  and  Cnil- 
ing  there  was  no  likelihood  of  his  profiting  by 
being  a  disciple  of  (-hrist,  he  formed  the  resoln 
non  (probably  at  (he  instigation  of  the  chief 
priests)  of  betraying  him  for  a  sum  of  money 
•ufficient  to  purchase  a  small  inheritance,  cii 
which  lie  had  already  cast  his  eye.  4.  V/cIl 
knowing  the  uncontrollable  power  of  his  Mas¬ 
ter,  he  might  take  it  for  granted,  that  though  be¬ 
trayed,  he  would  extricate  himsell  from  their 
hands;  and  that  (hey  would  not  hi  eaiableot 
putting  him  eitlier  to  pain  or  death.  5.  That 
having  betrayed  him,  and  finding  .(hat  he  did 
not  exert  his  power  to  deliver  h  mself  out  of  the 
hands  of  the  Jeyvs;  and  seeing  from  (heir  im¬ 
placable  malice,  that  the  rr. order  of  his  most  in¬ 
nocent  Master  waa  likely  to  be  the  consequence, 
.he  was  truck  wilh  deep  eompunclioii  at  his 
own  conduct,  went  to  the  rhief priests,  confessed 
h's  own  profligacy,  proclmined  tin  innocence  of 
his  Masiei,  and  returned  tin  mom  y  for  which  he 
liad  betrayed  him;  [nobably  hoping  that  they 
might  be  thus  influenced  It  proceed  no  farther 
in  this  unprincipled  business,  and  immediately 
lismiss  Christ.  6.  Finding  that  this  made  no 
impression  upon  them,  iiom  their  unn  words. 
What  is  that  to  us?  See  thou  to  that;  and  that 
tlicy  were  determiiud  to  put  Jesus'^to  death, 
seized  witli  horror  at  his  crime  and  its  conse- 
qiK  nces,  the  remorse  and  agitation  of  his  mind 
produced  a  violent  dysentery,  attended  with 
jKiwerlul  inflammation,  (which  in  a  gn  at  variety 
of  cases  has  been  brought  on  by  stiong  mental 
agitation)  and  while  the  distressful  irritatimof 
his  bowels  obliged  him  to  withdraw  lor  relief; 
he  was  overwhelmed  with  grief  and  affliction, 
and  his  bowels  were  found  to  have  gushed  out, 
througli  the  strung  spasmodic  affections  with 
which  the  disca'-e  was  accompanied.  I  have 
known  cases  of  this  kin  where  the  bowels  ap¬ 
peared  tocorrie  liic  ally  away  by  piece  meal. 

Now,  when  we  consider  (bat  the  word, 
afmegxnto.  Matt,  xxvii.  6.  which  we  translate 
hanged  himself,  is  by  the  veiy  best  critics  Ibui 
rendered,  was  rhoaked;  and  that  the  words  of 
the  sacretl  hisioiian  in  this  \)\avv,  falling  head¬ 
long,  he  burst  asunder  in  the,  midst,  and  all  hit 
bowels  gushed  out,  may  be  no  other  than  a 
delicate  mode  of  expressing  the  circumstance  to 
which  I  have  alluded  under  observation  G,  per¬ 
haps  this  way  of  reconciling  and  explaining  the 
evangelist  and  historian,  will  appear  not  only 
probable,  but  the  most  likely.  To  strengthen 
this  interpretation,  a  few  facts  may  be  adduced 
of  deaths  brought  about  in  the  same  way  with 
that  in  winch  1  suppose  Judas  to  have  (lorisiied. 
The  death  of  iJf/ior«OT  is  thus  related,  2,^Chron. 
XXI.  18,  19.  And  after  all  this,  the  Lord  smote 
him  in  his  bouie>s  with  an  incurable  disease;  and 
it  Came  to  pass  that,  after  the  end  of  two  years, 
HIS  BOWELS  FELL  OUT,  by  reason  of  his 
sickness:  so  he  died  f  sore  diseases:  bethacha- 
luim,  with  injlammations,  or  ulcers.  The 
death  of  Herttd  was  probably  of  the  same  kind. 
Acts  xii.  22.  Tliat  of  Aristobulus,  as  described 
by  Josephus,  War,  book  i.  chap.  3,  is  of  a  sim¬ 
ilar  nature;  having  murdered  his  mother  and 
brother,  his  mind  was  greatly  terrified,  and  his 
bowels  being  tom  with  excruciating  torments,  he 
voided  much  blefd,  and  died  in  .miserable  agO" 
nies.  Again,  in  bis  A^TI9.  book  xv.  chap- 
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- ; - ]  ]  ~  auaiii  4  Zenoilorus:  \  coula  Wdsti  out  twa  /tit  slam,  as  ii  diU  liiaiiiioit  ctier  of  kaJvattoii  through  bim  whom  they  bad 

h'  l'  burxtii'u:  and  h's*  strength  exhausted  •  deeply  enframed  one,  of  the  other  betrayers  and  pierced)  t^iat  the  same  mercy  could  not  be  ex- 
I  iTtnf  muckUoo<l.  he  died  at  Antioch  in  murdere  ra  of  the  Loid  Jesus.  t<  ndrd  to  wretched  Judas.’  1  contend,  that  the 

())  tiie^toi  j  Should  the  25th  verse  be  urged  against  this!  chief  priests,  &c.  who  instigated  Judas  to  deliver 

for  eranled  that  the  death  of  Judas  pottibility,  because  it  is  there  said  that  Judas  fell  up  his  Master,  and  who  crucified  him;  and  who 
tatting  It  *  ^  collating  all  !/rom  Ai«  wiiawtry  and  o/Jost/esAy,  Mot  he  might  crucified  him  too  as  a  malefactor,  having  at  the 

wasyjroflooiy  together,  can  any  hope  [^o  lo  hi$  own  place,  and  that  this  plate  is  heU.  1  same  time,  the  most  indubitable  evidence  of  his 

1  ef  irmedThat  he  died  witAin  Mr  answer,  1.  It  remains  to  be  provctl  that  this  innocence,  were  worse  men  than  Judas  Iscariot 

let  lis  review  the  wuole  of  these  transactions,  place  means  hell;  and  2.  It  is  not  clear  that  the  himself;  and  that  if  mercy  was  extended  to  those, 
1  It  mist  be  allowed  that  his  crime  was  one  words  are  spoken  of  Judas  at  all,  but  of  A/ a<-  the  wielchcd  penitent  did  not  die  out  of  the 

file  mist  inexcusable  ever  committed  by  Mfos;  Am  oicnp/ace  meaning  that  vacancy  in  tin  reach  of  the  yearning  of  its  bowels.  And  I 

.  i-iiol  «  it  has  some  alleviations.  1.  apo-tolate,  to  which  he  w  as  then  elected.  See  contend  further,  that  there  is  no  positive  evi- 

i.P  iiid  not  think  his  Master  the  note  on  terse  25.  dence  of  the  final  damnation  of  Judas  in  the  sa- 

;/T  /  t  b  h^Jews.  2.  When  he  found  To  say  the  i-epentance  of  Judas  was  merely  cred  text. 

Il?at  he*dLl*r  otuse  his  power  to  extricate  himself  the  elfect  of  his  horror;  that  it  did  not  spring  I  hope  it  will  not  displease  the  humane  rcad- 
from  their  hands  he  deeply  relented  that  he  from  compunction  of  heart;  tliat  it  was  legal,  ers  that  I  have  entered  so  deeply  into  the  con- 
lad  betraved  him.  3*  lie  gave  every  evi-  and  not  evangelical,  &c.  &c:  is  saying  what  noue  sideratlon  of  this  most  deplurabJe  case.  1  would 
.leiirp  of  ihP  Jiim-eri/i/ of  his  repenlanee,  by  go- 1  can  with  propriety  say,  but  God  himself,  who  not  set  up  knowingly,  any  plea  again.st  the 


me  of  hi  death. " ^  sidered  this  sayi  g  m  ^  general  point  of  view  in  etreef,  ChrUrand  their  souls  for  money.  Every 

^^Riit  II  "  Judas  might  have  acted  a  much  my  note  on  Matt.  xxvi.  24,  and  were  it  not  a  covetous  man,  who  is  living  for  this  world  alone, 

mrtthan  he  did  1.  By  perstiUng  in  hts  proverbial  form  of  sjieecti  among  the  Jews  to  is  of  this  stamp.  And  yet,  while  U.ey  live,  we 

k  dnpss  2  Bv  shaiideriiig  the  chaiacter  ot  express  the  state  ol  auy  flagrant  transg-essor,  I  do  not  despair  of  their  salvation,  tlioiigh  ther  arc 
wickeane  .  •  ^  rulers  and  to  the  should  be  led  to  apply  it,  lu  all  its  literal  import,  cootinually  repeating  the  sin  of  Judas,  with  all  its 

u*'^iTiToI*and  had  he  done  so,  his  testimony  to  tlie  case  of  Judas,  as  1  have  done  i»  the  above  guilt  and  punishment  before  their  eyes!  Header, 

would  have  been  credited,-  and  our  Lord  woulil  note,  to  the  case  ot  auy  damned  soul;  but  when  Itarn  from  thy  Lord  this  lesson:  “blessed  are  the 

1  avp  b»en  nut  to  death  a,  a  malefactor,  on  tue  I  find  that  it  was  a  proverbial  saying,  and  that  it  merciful  for  they  shall  obtain  mer<  v."  The  case 

:T.ti«,nnu  nf  one  of  his  own  disciples;  and  thus  has  been  used  in  many  cases,  wnere  the  fixing  ol  is  before  the  Judge;  and  the  Judge  of  all  the 

hVrharacterof  Christ  and  ins  gospel  must  have  the  irreversible  doom  of  a  sinner  is  net  implied,  eaitl.  will  do  right. 

iS  in  tiK-  !.'gbto‘’  die  world;  and  «t  may  be  capable  of  a  more  favorable  interpre-  - 

i  Tp  vPrV  circmnstauces  would  have  been  tation  tnau  what  is  generally  given  to  it  I  shall  The  following  Note  from  Knatchbtill,  who  wan 

iT  wi  thP  Huihenlicitv  of  the  Christian  produce  a  few  of  tli.  se  examples  from  Schoetgen,  tar  from  being  a  Universalist,  may  be  inserted 

IdSblevty  infidel,  m  all  succeeding  ages,  to  whmh  I  have  reierrcd  lo  my  note  on  Matt,  here: 

.  ?  -  .i  .  .  r  .  1..0  ovil  IV...  XXVI.  .J4.  j,..  ps..,  _ , .r.,  •  I  . 


The  following  Note  from  Knatchbiill,  who  wan 
tar  from  being  a  Universalist,  may  be  inserted 


.\nd,  3.  Had  lie  persisted' m  ins  evil  Way,  he 


.'\nu,  j.  nau  no  poiois..'—  ■“  - -  oj,  ....  In  I'l,./-,...,,  f„i  ;;  o  :•  ic  «iivi  *“  Out  of  this  very  place  Clarius hath  aiiimad- 

might  have  lighted  such  a  flame  of  peisccution  ‘  1,' d**  ■“’‘'’'e''  veriedonthesewords,in/*eMm*i<um.*imfte- 

against  the  mfa  it  cause  of  Christianity,  as  must,  /  nng'.  J  tco«  ave  en  videtur  inlelligere  lacqueum  quo  se  dig- 

without  the  interven  ion  of  God,  have  ended  m  *  ‘  r/.  ^  nectr  come  into  the  world  numjudteavil  »b  prodtlionem,-  sm  ,!.d  Malthiam, 
Its  total  destruction:  now,  he  neither  did,  nor  V'"-;  ^ “  """'i  !"'!  V'  ifucoputuus  cui  successu  That  is 

endeavored  ta  do,  auy  of  these  things.  la  other  t  "lit  'I 

cases,  these  would  b  powerful  pleading.  whosoevei  does  riot  attend  to  ‘he  fiouor  of  to  mean  the  halter  whereof  he  thought  himself 

,,  ,,  L.,  hisCreator,  it  were  better  lor  him  that  be  had  worthy  tor  his  treaclieiy,  if  on  Matthias,  under- 

Judas  was  indisputably  a  bad  man;  but  he  ..ever  been  bon,.’'  stand  the  bishop  rick,  iiiio  wbicb  he  succeeded 

•night  have  been  worse:  we  may  plamly  see  i„  Shemoth  RaBB-t,  sect.  40.  fol.  135,  1, 2.1  i.  e.  Judas’s  ap.»tleship,for  they  were  rot  then 
that  there  were  ueplUs  of  Wickedness  to  which  it  is  said,  '*VV  nusuever  knows  the  law,  and  does  ordained  bishops.  So  that  the  translation  is 
ho  might  have  proceeded,  anil  winch  were  pre-  not  do  it,  it  bad  been  better  for  him  had  he  properly  this,  “TAou  Lord,  vha  kno-west  the 

vented  by  Ills  repenta  ce.  Thus  things  appear  never  come  into  the  world.”  Itearts  of  all,  eh»v  lohelher  of  these  I  wo  thou 

lo  stand  previously  to  his  end.  But  is  there  any  in  y  syikra  Rabba,  s  ct.  36,  fol.  179,  4,  and  host  chosen  to  lake  part  of  this  Min  stry  andJIpos- 
room  for  ho[)e  III  Ins  death.’  In  answor  lothis.  Midrash  Coheleth.  fol.  91,  4,  it  is  thus  ox-  tleship.fiom  which  Judas  is  by  transgression  fat- 
it  must  be  understood,  1.  That  there  isprc.siimp  pressed:  “It  were  better  for  bun  had  he  never  An,  that  he  may  enter  into  hisplace,  >.  e.  that  be 
live  evidence  that  he  did  not  destroy  himseli;  been  created;  and  it  would  have  been  better  for  whom  ttum  hast  chosen  may  succeed  into  the 
and  2.  that  his  re|>euiance  was  sincere.  If  so.  him  had  he  been  sti.mgled  in  the  womb,  and  place  of  Judas’s  apostleship.  And  this  inter- 
svas  it  not  possible  for  the  mercy  of  God  toexteud  never  have  seen  the  light  of  this  world.”  pretstioii  seems  to  be  mure  reasonable  than 

even  to  his  case.’  It  did  so  to  (be  murderers  of  In  Sohar  Gsncs  fol.  71,  co1.’282,  it  is  said  *fi*‘ who  interpret  it  of  Judas,  as  if  St. 

the  Son  of  God;and  they  were  certainly  worse  '-If  any  man  be  parsimonious  towards  the  poor,  Luke  should  mean, tliat  he  was  gone  to  his  own 
men  (strange  as  this  assertion  may  appear)  than  *  u  had  been  better  for  him  had  he  never  come  P''op*‘’  pl»ce,  to  wit,  as  they  would  have  it 


Jn  las.  Even  Ae  gave  them  the  fullest  proof  ol  j  into  the  world.”  Ibid'  fol.  84,  xol.  333.  ..jf  U"‘o  ficH.  Tis  true,  no  man  can  make  ether 
Christ’s  inn  xence:  their  buying  the  field  with  any  performs  the  law,  oot  for  the  sake  of  (he  But  I  cannot  for  all  that  think  the 

the  money  Judas  threw  down,  was  the  full  proof  law,  it  were  good  for  that  man  had  he  never  ‘’’'*'’•*'1'**  •ny  such  meaning  in  these 
of  It;  and  yet,  witii  every  conviucing  evidence  been  created.”  Tnese  examples  sufficiently  *  rather  with  Chrysostom  look  upon  the 

liefora  them,  they  crucified  our  Lord.  They  prove  that  this  was  a  common  proverb,  and  is  of (‘fie  writer  of  the  Acts 

excited  Judas  to  betray  his  Master,  and  cruci.  used  with  a  great  variety  and  latitude  of  mean-  P’'oo““'y)  •'o'*' ccntumehously, 
fied  bim  when  they  had  got  him  info  their  ing;  and  seems  intended  to  show,  that  the  case  Thoueht  not  if  wls'ihe 

power,  and  therefore  St.  Stephen  calls  them  of  such  and  such  persons  was  not  enly  very  de  these  words  to  adiudve  Tud  a^lntr  h 

both  the  betrayers  and  murderers  of  that  Just  ploruble  but  extremely  dangerous;  but  does  not  what  could  behave  said  of  ^Judas’ mfre  e  ^ 

more  deeply  criminal  than  Judas  himself;  yet  pentance  or  salvation.  nlacc  meaninr  hell  ?  Neither  w.s  k...:. 

even  to  those  very  betrayers  and  murderers,  The  utmost  Uiat  can  be  said  for  the  case  of  ness  of  an  Hisforian  or  Evangeli8t,«o  ffiterpose 
I  cler  preaches  repentance,  with  the  promise  of  Judas  is  this;  hecemmiKeda  heinous  act  of  sin  |,is  own  opinion,  but  rather  to  leave  Judas  to 
reniiwon  o/sins,  and  the  gift  of  the  Holy  Ghost,  and  ingratitude;  but  he  repented,  and  did  what  the  judgement  of  God,  it  being  enough  for 
\cl8  111.  12— 26.  *  If  then,  <Aes«  were  within  the  he  could  to  undo  his  yvicked  act.  He  Lad  com-  him  to  have  related  matter  of  Diet  as  he  bad 
reach  of  mercy,  and  we  are  informed  that  a  great  mitted  the  sin  note  death,  i.  e.  a  sin  that  in-  promised  and  professed  to  do  in  the  beginning 
j^wmpanyof  the  priests  became  obedient  to  the  vclves  the  death  of  the  body;  but  who  can  say,  of  his  gospel.  ''Even  as  they  had  deliver^  things 
faith,  Acts  vi.  7.  then  certainly  Judas  was  n<rt  (if  mercy  was  offered  to  Christ’s  murderers,  and  unto  us  who  were  eyewilnpsses  from  the  begin- 
in  such  a  state  as  precluded  the  possibility^  of  his  the  g^ospel  was  first  to  be  preached  at  Jerusalem,  &c.  But  who  will  you  say  was  an  eye- 

wilyation.  Surely  the  blood  of  the  covenant  that  these  very  murderers  might  have  the  first  witness  of  Judas’s  going  to  or  being  in  bell;” 
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For  the  Evangelical  Magazinr. 

THE  GREAT  DAY  OF  REDEMPTION. 

“  Hail  happj  hour!  when  Adam’s  sorrowing 
race  sliall  be  clothed  in  the  golden  garments  of 
universal  salvation  J  When  Superstition,  with 
all  her  demon  train,  and  the  modern,  popular, 
self-styled  doctrine  of  •'mad  lo  day  and  pleated 
lo-morrow,'*'  God,  shall  sink  into  the  dark  re 
gions  of  blank  oblivion,  and  grace  triumphant 
reign  universal.’'— Newman. 

Hail  happy  day  of  grace  and  glory ! 

Thou  long-expected,  prayed-for  day  ! 
Tliou  vvast  foretold  in  ancient  story — 

For  thee  did  ancient  patriarchs  pray. 

We  hail  thee  with  sweet  acclamation  : 

Now  sin  no  more  shall  cloud  our  path— 
Now  all  mankind  shall  taste  redemption, 
Rejoicing  in  Christ’s  fullest  faith. 

Now  party  and  sectarian  jargon 

Shall  fly  to  regions  black  and  void— 
Weak  nature  then  receive  her  pardon. 
With  pence  and  grace  both  ncti  &  broad. 
Ttieii  Jesus’ grejit  and  glorious  kingdom. 
Array’d  in  mercy’s  rich  attire. 

And  fill’d  with  millions  saved  from  thraldom, 
Shallring  with  love’s  sweet  sounding  lyre. 

Mankind  have  walked  in  fearful  darkness. 
In  superstition,  doubt  and  fear. 

Without  love’s  ray  of  peace  and  gladness. 
While  nought  bui  sorrow  reach’d  the  ear: 
f3ut  (praise  to  God  !)  that  happy  morning. 
When  these  dark  clouds  shall  flee  away, 
On  our  loved  land  is  brightly  dawning, 

And  soon  shall  shine  in  fullest  day. 

Mankind,  on  that  great  day,  shall  render 
Praises  to  our  Sadour  King, 

Arrayed  in  pardon’s  robes  ol  splendour, 
Shall  fly  t )  Cod  on  mercy’s  wing. 

The  arch  of  heav  en  then  loud  resounding, 
W ith  praise  from  all  the  th’  angelic  throng, 
Redemption's  harp  with  music  sounding 
Shall  sweeter  breathe  an  endless  song. 

Rtl.EY 


^ificellang. _ 

From  the  Cliristian  Intelligencer. 

‘^GOD  NOr  THE  AUTHOR  OF  SIN.” 

Mr.  Drew, — While  reading  in  your 
nseful  paper  of  the  5th  ult.  a  communica¬ 
tion  headed  “  Fore -knowledge  and  Fore¬ 
ordination,”  signed  “An  Inquirer,”  and 
your  accompanying  reply,  a  thought  was 
suggested  to  my  mind,  which  I  beg  leave 
to  make  public.  The  thought  is  hinted  at 
in  your  concluding  paragraph.  “  But  we 
all  of  us  commit  one  capital  mistake  when 
reasoning  on  the  foreknowledge  of  Deity. 
\Ve  are  apt  to  make  him  altogether  like 
ourselves.  We  are  governed  by  circum¬ 
stances  of  time,  and  suppose  he  is  also. — 
When  we  speak  of  foreknowledge  we  sup¬ 
pose  it  is  something  that'  look's  into  futuri¬ 
ty.  Our  knowledge  is  governed  by  the 
order  of  time,  and  is  progressive :  it  is  not 
so  with  him. 

He  fills  his  own  eternal  now, 

And  ever  is  his 
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Strictly  speaking,  there  is  no  such  thing 
as  foreknowledge  with  the  Deity.  To  him 
there  is  no  future— no  past — every  thing 
from  eternity  to  eternity  is  present  with 
him  ;  all  is  one  eternal  now.  Could  we 
frame  to  ourselves  correct  conceptions  of 
this  sublime  truth,  many  of  the  difficulties 
which  result  through  our  present  ideas  of 
his  foreknowledge,  would  vanish.” 

But  the  thought  is  more  plainly  touch¬ 
ed  in  Joseph’s  address  to  his  brethren  in 
view  of  the  sin  they  committed  in  selling 
him  into  Egypt.  “And  Joseph  said  unto 
them.  Fear  not,  for  am  I  in  the  place  of 
God  ?  But  as  for  you,  ye  thought  evil  a- 
gainst  me  ;  but  Crod  meant  it  unto  good, 
to  bring  to  pass,  as  it  is  this  day.  to  save 
much  people  alive.” — Gen.  L.  19,  i;0. — 
Here  is  an  instance,  in  which  the  infinite 
difference  between  the  views  of  Jehovah 
and  man,  is  well  illustrated.  Joseph’s 
brethren  thuught  and  did  evilly  in  selling 
him  into  Egypt — they  had  no  knowledge 
at  the  time,  of  the  sequel — but' God.  hav¬ 
ing  a  perfect  knowledge  from  the  begin¬ 
ning  of  till’  whole.  •  meant  it  (what  was 
sin  in  Joseph’s  brethren)  unto  good.” — 
And  will  any  one  dispute  the  go  odness  of 
God  in  the  transaction  ?  From  this,  1  res¬ 
pectfully  ask,  is  it  unfair  to  infer  that 
all  evil  may  be  considered  in  a  similar 
light 

But  will  an  objector  say  that  God  was 
the  author  of  the  sin  in  Joseph’s  brethren, 
notwithstanding  he  meant  it  untogood.^” 
This  is  unfair,  because  they  had  no  other 
than  a  lustful  motive  in  ic,  and  which,  ac¬ 
cording  to  8t  James’  testimony,  must 
have  been  of  their  own  conceiving.  ‘  Let 
no  man  say  when  he  is  tempted,  I  am 
tempted  of  God  .  for  God  cannot  he  temp¬ 
ted  of  evil,  neither  tempteth  he  any  man : 
but  every  man  is  tempted,  when  he  is 
I  drawn  away  of  his  own  lust,  and  enticed. 

I  Then,  when  lust  hath  conceived,  it  bring- 
jeth  forth  sin  :  and  sin,  when  it  is  finished, 
jbringeth  forth  death.” — ^Jatnes  i.  13,  14, 
15. 

From  this  view  of  the  subject,  it  is  ea¬ 
sy  to  discover,  in  that  sense  in  which  God 
is  said  to  be  the  author  of  a  thing,  in  that 
sense  it  cannot  be  said  to  be  sin.  Here 
is  the  pointy  and  I  wish  it  well  understood, 
viz :  Sin,  as  such,  dees  net  exist  opart 
from  the  motive  or  Intention  of  the  actor. 
Hence  God  may  be  the  author  of  every 
event,  and  yet  not  be  the  author  of  sin  ; 
because  his  motives  in  every  act,  are  and 
must  he  good,  that  is,  he  means  or  event¬ 
uates  them  in  good. 

“  ’Tis  but  by  parts  we  follow  good  or  ill. 

For,  vice  or  virtue,  self  directs  it  still ; 

Each  individual  seeks  a  sev’rsi  goal ; 

But  Heaven’s  great  view  is  one,  and  that  tbe 
whole.” 

Dixmontf  January  5,  1S29. 


Dr.  Johnson  most  beautifully  remarks 
that  “  When  a  friend  is  carried  to  his 
grave,  we  at  once  find  excuses  for  eveiy 
weakness,  and  palliations  of  every  fault  ; 
we  recollect  a  thousand  endeaiments, 
which  before  glided  off  our  minds  without 
impression,  a  thousand  duties  unperform¬ 
ed,  and  wish,  vainly  wish,  for  his  return, 
not  so  much  that  we  may  bestow  happi¬ 
ness,  but  recompense  that  kindness  which 
before  we  never  understood.” 


Wealthy  people  should  make  it  a  point  to  en¬ 
courage  ana  pay  particular  attention  to  persons 
at  labor.  A  false  shame  of  bring  seen  at  woik 
has  been  the  ruin  of  many.  Times  should  be 
changed.  People  ought  to  be  made  proud  of  be¬ 
ing  usefully  employed.  All  honest  labor  is  mer¬ 
itorious. 


MAKhlED— III  this  town,  oo  Sunday  eve¬ 
ning  last,  hj  the  Rev.  Mr.  Skinner,  Mr.  Henry 
Hinckley,  to  Misv  Jane  Ann  Snii«. 

DIED — III  Augusta,  Mi.  Oil  9fh  His  Ex- 
cellenct  Enoch  Lincoln,  acting  Governor  of 
ihe  state  of  Maine,  aged  40 
In  Hamilton,  Mudison  Co.  on  the  11th  imt. 
Mrs  Fanny  Isham,  consort  of  Mi.  riiaiincey 
Isham.  In  tbe  death  of  this'  amiable  woman, 
tier  husband,  family  and  friends,  have  sustaiueJ 
an  irreparable  loss ;  and  can  find  consolation  in 
their  alEictions  alone  in  that  gospel  that  brings 
life  and  immortality  to  light.  The  deceased  di¬ 
ed.  as  she  had  for  many  years  lived,  fit  m  and  un- 
waveiiiig  m  the  faith  of  a  woild’s  salvation. 
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